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ABSTRACT

The district Goalpara is one of the educationalckward districts of Assam. In the District 57.5p%pulation do belong
to religious minority (Muslim). The rural literaawte in the district is just 65.93% and the Musfiemale literacy is only
52.39%. Most important aspect is that the Lakhifaiucational Block of the district Goalpara has tlesvest female
literacy which is 21.61 percent. It is worst amdhg educationally backward areas of the stateas@$ universalization
of elementary education is concerned. So, micreti&tudy like the present one may provide someaklduinputs to

remove the hurdles of lower primary education effémale segment in general and those of minoritymin particular.
KEYWORDS:Dropout, Education, Muslim Girl, Lower Primary Salipand Universalization
INTRODUCTION

Lower Primary education is the starting level feery child to enter into domain of formal educatidhis meant, the
education for children of 6-14 years of age groliis stage is called primary stage of educatiothénsense that the child
formally introduces disciplinary rules of educatitmt one socially recognized. The child at theyestaf 6 years is
expected to attain necessary psychophysical matioriindergo formal training in a lower primary ech The main aim
of lower primary education is to fulfill the bastéclucational needs of children and starts theirasiaation keeping view

on requirement of the society.

After independence the directive principal of Indigonstitution has laid the provision for makingaiable the
opportunities for free and compulsory primary ediacaup to age 14 years. Then 1964-66 commissiansh@gested
making primary education free and compulsory. 86,9t was National Policy on Education and Progmfction,
1992 have recommended a number of schemes fotigaaid quantitative development of primary edacadf country.
It was Saraba Siksha Abhiyan a centrally sponsa@eteme that launched in 2001-02 for achieving tbal @f
universalization of elementary education througimee bound approach. The main objective of the ehare to ensure
education for all children of the age group of 6642003 and completion of primary education ddtfiive years within
2010. To give the importance on girls’ elementaslyaation the government of India launched the sehem National
Program for Education of Girls at educationally laard blocks where the level of female literacyo&ow and gander
gape is above the national level, and recently Right to Education Act comes to force on 1st AgAlL0. The Act also

gives the importance on education of girls and miiies.

The district Goalpara is one of the educationaligkward districts of Assam. In the District 57.5p%pulation

do belong to religious minority (Muslim). The rurdteracy rate in the district is just 65.93% ate tMuslim female
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literacy is only 52.39%. Most important aspecthattthe Lakhipur Educational Block of the distrigbalpara has the
lowest female literacy which is 21.61 percentsltnorst among the educationally backward areabeftate, so far as
universalization of primary education is concerr@d, micro-level Study like the present one mayjoi® some valuable
inputs to remove the hurdles of lower primary ediocaof the female segment in general and thosminbrity group in

particular.

The following studies are related to the presemtdystwhich has helped the investigator to carry fwa gresent
one.

High drop-out and retention among the lower primgagchers are caused by manifold factors whichdcoel
perceived under socio-economic, cultural and palitdimensions and negative attitude towards eaturcdh the context of
Goalpara district, particularly in thehar areas which are predominantly inhabited by the lidysnost of the schools are

single teacher and single room schools, one wiaittof make any appeal neither among guardiansimoing the children.
Objectives of the Present Study
The objectives of the present study are:

* To present detailed account of lower primary edooa the selected villages in respect of enrolhodriviuslim

girls in Lakhipur Educational Block of Goalpara Dist in Assam.

e To find out the causes of non-enrolment and drapadsdower primary level of education by Muslim lgiin

Lakhipur Educational Block of Goalpara DistrictAssam.

e To provide remedial measures for promoting loweimpry education for Muslim girls of the Lakhipur

Educational Block of Goalpara District in Assam.
Area of the PRESENT Study

For the present study the investigator has seldcagflipur Educational Block of Goalpara Districtof the block, the
investigator has selected three villages as sanifidgie with the help of random sampling methodr Eee study, the
investigator has selected Ten Lower Primary Schoblthe selected villages. The study has deal with academic
records of 2019 and 2020.

Table 1: Name of the Sample Villages with the SamplSchools in Year-2021
Sl. No of

District Block Villages Schools U-DISE Code Name of School

1 18030200607 | Bondavanga LP School
Katarihara 2 18030200610 Katarihara North Para LP School

3 18030200608 | Jolduba North LP School

4 18030200603 | 997 No. Jolduba LP School

Goalpara Lakhipur 5 18030200602 Damrivasha LI_D School

Damrivasha 6 18030200601 905 N_o. Damrivasha LP School

7 18030200606 Damrivasha North LP School

8 18030200610 Pub Damrivasha LP School
Tekona 9 18030212005 Uttar Tekona LP School

10 18030212001 1013 No. Tekona LP School

Source Field Survey, 2021
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METHODOLOGY

Both primary and secondary data are collected erb#sis of objectives for the present study. THleviing tools have

been used by the investigator for data collection.
* Observation
* Questionnaire
» Interview schedule

The primary data is collected from multiple stakeleos such as the religious minority Muslim ginsLiakhipur
Educational Block of Goalpara district. Other setamy sources such as relevant books, journals #ret ceports have
also been used appropriately. Relevant interne¢niadg are also widely used. The tools used ftlecting necessary data
are depth interview, case history method, obsermathon-participant observation and questionnarequestionnaire
consisting of 25 questions focusing mostly on thgctives of the study is prepared to collect antisenformation/ views
of the children, their family members, school teashvillage head man, policeman, and politicaflézaFinally collected

data are analyzed with the help of modern technifwemputer.
RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The educational backwardness of the Muslim miresithas always been a grave concern and attracteattdntion of
many researchers. The studies conducted so faalr¢vat the major causes for educational backwaslrs@e socio
economic factors, gender issues, shortage of fetealghers, teaching learning process in schootq dut of children,
implementation of policies and programs etc. Thesent paper primarily focuses on educational stafube Muslim

minorities in the states where size of Muslim pagioh is more in comparison to other states asthpeiCensus 2011.
Therefore, the paper tries to find out the educatictatus of Muslims as well as reasons for vianatin their educational
development among the states and within the dtaeher it suggests strategies for educational [dpweent of Muslims
in the country, particularly in Muslim concentratactas.  Various research studies have beeedaut to explain the
reasons for educational backwardness of the Musiinorities. According to GOI report, lack of adetpiamumber of
schools and infrastructural facilities in the Muosldominated areas is a major causes of educati@tédwvardness of this
community. In spite of more than seven decade®w$titutional guarantee, there are many settlemenése government
schools are lacking and required facilities do exist in schools as discussed in the educatiortipslipointed out that
teaching-learning processes and overall schoolmgranment (teacher-pupil relationship, pupil-puplationship etc.)
are the reasons of low participation of Muslim dhéin. The outcome data does not always throw lightvhy some
children drop out or why some children learn sdelieven though they have been attending schoal,even being

promoted from one grade to the next.

Low participation of girls in schools is anothertaiae problem in the education of Muslims. In sdapphysical
facilities are not available as per the need ofdinks and as per the norms and standards laicdh@ygovernment. When
schools are not available within a walking distaaoéd closer to the place of dwelling, parents abé aeluctant - due to
the feeling of insecurity - to send their girlsa@chool which is far off. The studies shown thatiteasons for educational
backwardness of Muslim girls are lack of governnmarhmitment in providing adequate infrastructuedilities in terms

of building with a boundary wall, basic amenitiéibraries, hostels, etc. Likewise, high teachedsti ratio as well as
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absence of lady teachers in schools restrictedyiti® from pursuing schooling. Jha and Jingaramiglg reveals that
Muslim girls are going to Madrassa because goveminsehools are not functioning well, there is ingube

infrastructure, teachers are irregular and disgsted and the schools remain closed very frequently

Drop and non-enroliment are the two major problénsiniversalization of primary education. The alie of the
study demands to examine the existing enrolimeditdrap-out at primary level among the Muslim gofghe selected area.
Numbers of drop-out girls are estimated througlectibn of secondary data from the selected schamadsnumbers of non-
enrolled Muslim girls of selected villages are eoted through house hold survey. From the investigdt is seen that the
total number of Muslim girl child of the age 6-1é&ays in the sample villages are found 598 (30506+193). Table-2 and
Table-4 shows the class wise Muslim Girls enrolltaemd class wise drop out girl child of the seldqgi@mary schools of the

villages covered under the study. Table-5 showsdimeenrolled Muslim girl child in the study area.

Table-2: shows the class wise Muslim Girls enrotimef primary schools of the three sample villages
Lakhipur Educational Block of Goalpara, Assam. Phngnary data of the table reveals that thea8d S of Katarihara
vllage shows the highest girl's enrollment in acadeyear 2019 — 2020 and B Katarihara and s9n Damrivasha village

show the lowest girl's enrollment in the same acaideyear.

Table 2: Class Wise Enrollment of Muslim Girl Child of the Surveyed Schools

School | Year Class | Class |l Class llI Class IV Class V
T G T G T G T G T G
2019 07 05 29 11 25 12 17 07 14 06
St 2020 19 08 06 04 27 09 24 11 14 06
2019 28 13 27 11 25 08 29 12 1§ 10
>2 2020 21 09 26 11 25 10 22 07 26 10
2019 22 10 11 06 18 10 13 05 11 06
> 2020 16 07 20 08 09 05 15 08 12 04
s, 2019 67 43 43 18 50 27 47 22 5( 18
2020 58 26 63 40 40 16 46 25 43 20
2019 07 03 10 04 11 05 09 03 11 06
S 2020 15 07 06 02 08 03 10 04 0§ 02
2019 30 14 33 16 18 08 18 06 14 10
S 2020 24 11 27 12 29 14 14 06 14 04
2019 28 12 22 10 14 08 17 07 14 07
S 2020 19 09 26 08 19 08 13 07 15 05
2019 20 09 22 10 18 08 16 09 23 12
S 2020 24 10 18 08 19 09 15 06 14 07
2019 27 12 18 10 19 08 17 07 17 08
> 2020 18 08 26 11 15 08 17 06 15 06
2019 28 13 19 08 19 07 18 08 2( 11
Sto 2020 27 12 25 11 16 06 15 05 15 06

Source Field Survey, 2021

The table-2 shows the total Muslim enrolment, ttMailslim Boys enrolment and total Muslim girls enmant of
the surveyed schools of the sample village. Théetadflects that the highest total enrolment hasmébin S (257) of
Katarihara village and lowest total enrolment haanfl in § (48) of Damrivasha village. So far as the girlls@ment is
concerned it has found that the number of girl’'sofment in all the surveyed schools has found tkas the number of
boy’s enrolment of the same schools. That table edgeals that the average of boy’s enrolment basd always high

than the average of Muslim girl's enrolment of tueveyed schools.
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Table 3: Year wise Total Muslim Enrollment, Total Muslim Boys Enroliment and Total Muslim Girls
Enrolment of the Surveyed Schools

School | Year | Total Enrolment Boys Enrolment Girls Enrolment
2019 94 53 41
St 2020 92 49 43
2019 127 73 54
> 2020 120 62 58
2019 75 38 37
> 2020 72 39 33
s, 2019 257 129 128
2020 250 130 120
2019 48 27 21
> 2020 47 25 22
2019 112 58 54
S 2020 110 59 51
2019 97 53 44
S 2019 92 52 40
2019 99 51 48
S 2020 90 47 43
2019 98 53 45
> 2020 91 49 42
2019 104 57 47
S0 75020 98 54 44

Source Field Survey, 2021

Table 4: Percentage of Drop-out of Muslim Girl Chid of the Surveyed Schools

: Surveyed Class | Class| Class| Class . Percentage of

Name of Village | “gi | Year PSP P 2y | Total Drop-out Girls Drop-out airls
2019 | 02 03 01 01 07 17.03%

St 2020| 01 02 01 01 05 11.62%

2019| 01 03 02 02 08 14.81%

Katarihara S2 2020| 02 02 01 02 07 12.07%
2019| 01 03 02 01 07 18.92%

S5 2020| 02 01 02 01 06 18.18%

S 2019| 03 03 03 03 12 09.38%

4 2020| 03 02 03 02 10 08.33%

2019| 01 02 02 01 06 28.57%

S 2020| 01 01 01 01 04 18.18%

2019| 01 03 03 02 09 16.67%

Damrivasha So 2020| 02 02 02 02 08 15.69%
2019 | 02 03 02 01 08 18.18%

Sr 2020| 02 02 01 02 07 17.50%

2019 | 02 02 03 02 09 18.75%

S 2020| 02 01 02 02 07 16.28%

2019 | 02 03 01 02 08 17.78%

Tekona S 2020| 01 02 02 01 06 14.29%
2019 | 02 03 03 02 10 21.28%

Sto 2020| 02 02 02 02 08 18.18%

Source Field Survey, 2021
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The table-4 reflects the drop-out rate of Muslimi ghild of the ten surveyed schools of the acadeyear 2019
and 2020. From Damrivasha village, thesBows that 28.57% is highest drop-out rate inaitedemic year of 2019. Like
this, in the Katarihara village, the Shows that 08.33% is lowest drop-out rate in ttedamic year 2020. Ing&nd S,
the highest drop-out rate is 18.18% in 2020.

Table 5: Percentage of Non-enrollment Muslim Girl Giild of the Sample Village

Village Total Girl-Age Group of Attend in Non—eqrolment Percentage of_Non—
6-11 School Girl enrolment Girl
Katarihara 305 260 45 14.75%
Damrivashal 190 167 23 12.11%
Tekona 103 92 11 10.68%

Source Field Survey, 2021

The table-5 shows the non-enroliment Muslim girtled sample villages. The table reveals that 14.@6b6f the
age group 6 to 11 years are non-enrolled in thadetra village; 12.11% in respect of Damrivashd 30.68% in Tekona
village of Lakhipur Educational Block. It is alsbserved that the rate of non-enrolled girls of Katxa village is highest

and the rate of non-enrolled girls of Tekona vidlag lowest of the same block.
CAUSES OF DROP-OUT AND NON-ENROLMENT

One of the major objectives of the study was taife the causes of drop-out and non-enrollmentioglim girl child of
the selected areas. To find out the causes of dubpnd non-enrollment of girl child the teached garents of locality are
interviewed to find out the causes. The intervieithweachers and parents of drop-out and non-attalbjects reveals

the main causes, these are as follows.

» Poor economic condition of the parents.

» For looking after of their younger sibling and @liting ones.

*  Teaching learning situation of the school is ntriaative.

e Failing to enjoy individual attention of teacherthe single teacher schools.

» Interest of girl education is subdued by that ofnage at earlier age.

» Lack of female teachers in the schools.

» Engaged in wage earning activities.

» Parents are illiterate and ignorant about impogasfeeducation of their children.
SUGGESTIONS

On the basis of the responses of teachers andtpanterviewed for the study and the first handezignce of about the

reality of the villages of following suggestions yrize effective to control the problem.
* Women teacher should be appointed in lower prirsahpols of the area.

» It is possible to retain the enrolled in schoolhnadttractive and moderate facilities with qualifiadd trained

teachers.
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» Efforts should be made to change the negativeidétiof Muslim parents towards their girls’ educatio
e Early child marriage should be strictly prohibitegthe low and adequate sensitization of the paratiarge.

» To deal with the problem of engagement of girlahi carrying of siblings women'’s association mafpimed to

tackle the problem collectively.

» Door to door approach should be taken by both Gowent and Non-Government agencies to convince the
illiterate women to attend continuing education toerwhere imparting literacy to the illiterates sltbbe an

important activity.
e Single teacher school system should be stoppedtdrdst two teachers should be appointed in esahgol.
CONCLUSION

The emphasis of the present study is primarily lggdn the problems associated with drop-out andemwalment among
girl child Muslim community in lower primary stagd Lakhipur Educational Block of Goalpara Distriot Assam. The
main objective of the study was estimate the dnofpamd non-enrolment among Muslim girl child andidentify the

causes responsible for these two evils. From tlet pb view of the problems associated with drop-and non-enrolment
among Muslim girl child of lower primary stage,shwork has been carried out with the aims to sthdyexisting number
of non-enrolment and drop-out children, as wellrescauses responsible for it. Thus from the haaldedurvey, the non-
enrolled and drop-out children are identified anidhvthe help of questionnaire and different schedyprepared for
teachers and parents, various causes of drop-dut@menrollment are identified. The problem of @ation in minorities
particularly among the female segment is an issugtional importance. The findings this study,dwubt shed light on

the plight of their socio-economic life.
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